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Adams Law Firm begins
third decade of service
n April 1, 1978 this law firm
opened for the practice of
patent, trademark and
copyright law. Since then we
have represented approximately three
thousand clients in 10,000 separate
matters. We have obtained approximately
2000 patents and trademark registrations,
represented clients in well over 100
litigation matters in courts throughout the
United States, negotiated hundreds of
agreements and written hundreds of
opinions involving every phase of intellectual property law. Our clients include
individuals, small and medium-size
companies and some of the largest
industrial enterprises in the world.
Every service performed for each client
in the past 20 years has been performed
with one overriding purpose constantly in
mind — to provide the highest quality
legal services at reasonable cost with
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personal attention to every aspect of the
client’s needs. We have done this by
choosing from the beginning to remain
relatively small in size so that individual
relationships would be an important factor
in ensuring the quality of the services
rendered. Success can be measured in
many ways, but more important than the
number of clients represented and matters
handled in the past two decades is the fact
that we still have many, many clients who
came to see us in the first years and who
still rely on us today. To these most loyal
of friends we extend particularly heartfelt
thanks.
That’s not to say we haven’t grown.
Jayne Hunter, Jeff Schwartz, J. Scott
Evans and Derel Monteith have joined
Thad Adams over the years, and now these
five lawyers serve the intellectual property
law needs of the firm’s clients with the
(See ‘Adams Law Firm’ on page 5)

Confederate Patent Office Aided Rebel Cause
he Confederate States of
America did, indeed, have a
Patent Office. It was located in
Richmond, Va., and shared
offices with the Confederate Navy
Department. This choice of roommates
proved costly, because when the Union
Army finally captured Richmond in the
spring of 1865, many Navy Department
records were destroyed or carried off
when the remnants of the Confederate
government fled south. Most Patent
Office records were also destroyed or
scattered in the panic. For this reason,
almost nothing has been written about
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this interesting but obscure subject.
In upcoming issues of Asymptote
Review, we will share brief glimpses of
the Confederate Patent Office. Extensive research has been compiled from
historical archives in Richmond,
Washington D.C., Raleigh, N.C., and
several universities to piece together
this fascinating story. The annual
reports of the Confederate Commissioner of Patents have been located, as
well as lists of patents issued and other
documents.
The comments of Rufus Rhodes, the
Confederate Commissioner of Patents,

in these annual reports closely track the
fortunes of the Confederacy, and
provide an interesting sidelight into
bureaucratic life inside the Confederate
government. Personal letters from
Mr. Rhodes to the governor of Mississippi before, during and after the war
reveal both exciting and tragic episodes
which have never before been published. Turn to page 2 for the first
chapter of “The Confederate Patent
Office: A short history of the Patent
Office of the Confederate States of
America.”
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Rufus Rhodes goes home

Confederacy establishes patent office
day after Lincoln becomes President
n November 10, 1860, Rufus R. Rhodes was an
employee of the United States Patent Office. He
was a member of the “Board of Appeals”, a position
he termed “a post, whose duties are semi-judicial
and semi-scientific and alike pleasant, responsible and honorable
in their range and nature.” The previous Tuesday, Abraham
Lincoln had been elected President of the United States, and
Rhodes was on this day writing to Governor J.J. Pettus of his
native state, Mississippi, to express his views on recent events and
to offer his services to his state.

O

when Rhodes left Washington, but it was almost certainly well
prior to this date, since Mississippi, Rhodes’ home state, seceded
from the Union on January 6, 1861. By the time of Lincoln’s
inauguration seven states had already seceded. On March 4,
1861, the Provisional Congress of the Confederate States authorized the filing of patent specifications of patents with the
Attorney General, and on March 11, 1861 the Confederate
Constitution, Art. I, Sec. VIII, par. 8, made specific provision for
the granting of patents and copyrights, using essentially the same
language contained in the United States Constitution.

Mr. Rhodes’ mind was already made up. He wrote Governor
Pettus that “I cannot with my views hold
office under a republican President a
single instance of time without a total
sacrifice of my self-respect. To do it
would involve not only a loss of my own
self-respect, but brand me as a disgraced
and dishonored man in the estimation of
all for whose good opinion I am anxious
— namely the southern people. I regard
the election of Lincoln as a verdict
against the equality of the southern
states on the part of the sectional
majority of the north....”

A Confederate Patent Office was established, and Rufus
Rhodes appointed as its first (and only)
Commissioner on May 22, 1861. Mr.
Rhodes moved rapidly to put the Patent
Office into operation. Rules of Practice
and Procedure were published in August,
1861. These rules follow closely the rules
of practice then in effect in the United
States Patent Office — rules with which
Rhodes as a Member of the Board of
Appeals would have been quite familiar.
There were, however, several notable
differences. Aliens were permitted to
apply for and hold Confederate Patents,
provided the alien’s government had
recognized the Confederate States and was
“in amity” with them. In other words,
Yankees need not apply. If the inventor was a slave, the master
made the oath in his place and obtained the patent, if granted. In
other words, slaves need not apply. Patents granted by the United
States to citizens of the Confederate States prior to May 21, 1861
could be revived and continued in force by having them recorded
in the Confederate Patent Office.

Mr. Rhodes, as did many in that era,
had a talent for elaborate prose, and he
used the full range of his talents in explaining his feelings:
“Infatuated by the spell which a love of the Union and a
veneration for the works of our father’s hands cast over our own
perceptions, we have hitherto refused to see and hear, or, seeing
and hearing, to take heed of the lurid glare which lighted up and
the muttering thunder which resonated from the northern skies
with increasing spread and volume....Not altogether unnaturally
we permitted this Delilah by her blandishments to steal away our
judgement and persuade us to cling to the fond delusion that a
sense of justice and of the right only slumbered among the
northern people and would yet be awakened to gladden us by
renewed demonstrations of fraternity and affection as in bye gone
days when our fathers lived — until lo! the Philistine hosts are
upon us....”
Rhodes concluded his letter with this offer: “Not doubting that
all Mississippians entertain the views I have thus hastily expressed I must believe that Mississippi will secede from the
union.... My object therefore in writing this is to tender through
you her honored chief magistrate my humble services in that
event in any sphere in which they can be of use.”
Lincoln was sworn in as President of the United States of
American on March 3, 1861. History does not record exactly
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Provision was made for the grant of design as well as utility
patents. In February, 1862 the Patent Office employed a chief
clerk, two assistant examiners, two clerks and a messenger, as
well as Mr. Rhodes. During 1861, applicants filed 304 applications for patents. The Patent Office issued 57 Confederate Patents
and recorded 112 United States Patents issued to Confederate
citizens.
The first Confederate Patent, “No. 1”, was issued on August 1,
1861 to James H. Van Houten of Savannah, Georgia for a
“breech-loading gun.”
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(In the next issue of Asymptote Review, Rufus Rhodes recounts
the activities of the first year of operation of the Confederate
Patent Office in his first Annual Report.)
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Ruling expands possibilities for software patents
he United States Court of Appeals
for the Federal Circuit has indicated in unmistakable language
that U.S. patents can be obtained
on inventions in the fields of accounting,
business and finance computer software.
In the case of State Street Bank &
Trust Co. v. Signature
Financial Group, Inc.
the Court flatly
refuted the previously-held position
that so-called “methods of doing business”
do not fall within the definition of
patentable subject matter, no
matter how innovative.
The precise subject matter of the State
Street case was a patent (U.S. Patent No.

T

5,193,056) directed to a data processing
system for implementing an investment
structure which was developed for use in
Signature’s business as an administrator
and accounting agent for mutual
funds. In essence, the patent
disclosed and claimed a structure
whereby mutual funds pool
assets in an investment portfolio
organized as a partnership. The
configuration provided the administrator of a mutual fund with advantageous economies of scale in administering investments coupled with tax
advantages available only to a
partnership.
The patent claimed “a data processing
system” which included a computer
processor means and other “means”

recited in terms of configurations capable
of performing calculations. The Federal
Circuit relied heavily on the language of
the patent statute which says that whoever
invents or discovers “any new and
useful process” may obtain a
patent therefor in reaching its
decision.
This case opens wide the door
to obtaining computer-related
inventions heretofore typically rejected by
the United States Patent and Trademark
Office, or invalidated by the Courts. We
welcome the opportunity to discuss these
new possibilities with our clients and
associates. A complimentary copy of the
State Street case is available by calling
Adams Law Firm, or from our web site —
http://www.adamspat.com.

British patent attorney shares colorful stories

Some inventors are ‘real characters’
By Clifford Lees, OBE
Appleyard, Lees & Co.
Halifax, U.K.
———————
(Editor’s Note: Clifford Lees is a Fellow of the Institute of
Mechanical Engineers and was President of the United
Kingdom’s Chartered Institute of Patent Agents in 1991-92. This
is the third article Mr. Lees has prepared for Asymptote Review.)
———————
ow many really famous inventors do you know?
This is a question I have been asked more than once
after attempting to explain how I earn my living. It is
probably a thinly-veiled criticism of our profession.
The questioner has discovered within the last hour that worldwide
there are over 10,000 people, apparently living out of the Patent
milieu, whereas he knows that there have only been half a dozen
really great inventors in the last 50 years; so the chances of the
particular specimen of the patent profession having known
one of the really great inventors must be pretty low. Take it a
little further: if this specimen has to admit that after working
nearly 40 years in his profession, he has never known a really
great inventor, the inference is easily drawn; this profession is
pretty useless.
So I am always pleased to be able to say that I knew at least
one great inventor — in the layman’s classification of “great” —
and indeed I actually did work for him.
In my first year or two in the profession, I lunched twice a
week at the Halifax Cooperative Society Cafe, where a threecourse lunch cost 1/9 (approximately 15 cents). Even then, this
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was something of a bargain, because on Wednesdays when I
visited the Lancashire mill town of Burnley (and therefore dined
on expenses) a three course lunch and coffee was 3/6 (30 cents).
However, one of my fellow diners at the Co-op was Percy Shaw,
famous (i) for his invention of reflecting roadstuds — or at least
he invented the version of roadstud which is sold under the
Registered Trade Mark “CATSEYE” and (ii) for his televised
interview by the BBC which was repeated almost to the point of
rivalling “The Sound of Music”.
Many people remember from the television interview that
Percy Shaw lived in a house with five television sets and sawdust
on the floor. I have no personal knowledge of such things. What
I can recall is the impression Percy made on another young
assistant in our firm about the time when I was busily engaged
trying to qualify as a Patent Attorney. It was the last time Percy
came to our office and I was trying to be tidy: I asked him if he
would mind taking away the pile of early CATSEYES we had
accumulated.
“Aye. Tell your lad to put them in t’boot o’t’car”.
Keith duly staggered down four flights of stairs with a pile of
rusty castings and then tried to get into the boot (trunk) of the
Morris Minor parked in the street outside our office. (Remember
Morris Minors? Remember when you could park outside an
office?)
“Nay lad, that’s not t’car! That’s t’car over there”.
Thus admonished, Keith carried the castings across the road
and loaded them into the boot of Percy’s chauffeur-driven Rolls

(See ‘Colorful Characters’ on next page)
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——— Colorful Characters ———
(continued from previous page)
Royce. But it was what followed that opened Keith’s eyes. Percy
Shaw, renowned inventor of CATSEYES then sat in the rear of
the Rolls, and was driven away by his chauffeur, happily eating
tripe out of a newspaper wrapper.
There were characters in those days!
(Editor’s Note: Tripe is part of a ruminating animal’s stomach
when dressed and prepared as food.)
§
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olklore has it that inventors design their ideas on the
backs of envelopes. One of those for whom I worked did
once open up a cigarette packet whilst he was entertaining
me to a bar lunch, and sketch out for the first time an idea
he had for bread tins. Ken Pickles was into bakery engineering.
I doubt if Ken had much in the way of formal qualifications; he
was a hands-on engineer; a large, jovial man, with enormous
drive. In the Depression he got a job driving a night soil wagon
for Burnley Corporation. During the Second World War he was
an engineer on a merchant ship and incredibly made dozens of
crossings of the Atlantic without being sunk. The only time his
ship was hit, according to his recounting, was the day when they
were landing free French troops in the bay of Cavalaire and a
United States destroyer fired its anti-aircraft gun before elevating
it — “the captain was furious” Ken remembered.
By about 1960, Ken was the proprietor of a firm with perhaps
six employees making wallpaper trimming machines. Then he
acquired a foundry. The previous managing director of that
foundry, Eric Brooks, was another character, whom I only met
once. The company made mixing machines, predominantly for
mixing hen food. But if you had something which required
mixing (e.g. core sand in a foundry; paint) Eric Brooks would
modify their machine to do it for you, and usually he would send
us a letter instructing us to file a patent application on it.
Just before Ken acquired the foundry, Eric Brooks made an
invention which was real by any standard. For some inexplicable
reason, he produced a hexagonal mixing plate with an assortment
of paddles and fins, and for some equally inexplicable reason, it
mixed everything at a phenomenal rate; henceforth, Cornish-pasty
mixture could be done instantly. Enter Ken Pickles, who could
see beyond Cornish pasties.
The inventive process can be a strange mixture of experiences.
To follow the story, we have to leave Ken, the rough and ready
engineer, and go into the opposite world of Dr. Norman Chamberlain in the bread industry research laboratories in Chorleywood.
Painstaking scientific research had produced the Chorleywood
Bread Making Process. In it, dough mixing is carried out with
very high energy input — five watt hours per pound of dough —
but it must be done in under 4½ minutes or the yeast will be killed
by the temperature rise. The huge advantage of the Chorleywood
process is that there is no proving period in which the dough has
to be left in a warm atmosphere for a considerable period of time.
In fact, all the energy required to develop the dough is added in
the mixer, so that the dough can be divided and baked straight
from the mixer — I have seen it done.
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The full story of how Ken’s Tweedy mixer was married to the
Chorleywood Bread Process is documented in a book,
“Breadmaking: The Modern Revolution,” edited by Andy
Williams (Hutchinson Benham London 1975), chief chemist of
the British Arkady company. It would be boring to discuss all of
it, but it had a moment of high drama. At the end of March 1962,
Ken had scaled up the hen food mixer to a commercial size for a
bakery; but the bread was poor — full of large holes — completely unacceptable to the customer. He spent a sleepless night
in a hotel reading all the previous inventors’ patents, including
one by Baker and Mize. I quote from Andy Williams’ book:
“In pondering this document to the point almost of nervous
exhaustion, the moment of genius conceived the application of
the principle to the Tweedy mixer. Thus vacuum on a dough
mixer was born.”
I have spoken to several people closely involved and asked:
How could the Baker and Mize patent lead to the idea of vacuum
mixing? No one knows; I certainly don’t; but Ken said it hit him
as obvious, whilst he was reading. Ken was a man of action; he
went back to Burnley, made a tight fitting lid for his mixing
machine; drilled a hole in it; connected a pipe to it; fitted a pump
to the pipe and mixed dough under vacuum conditions. The
commercial test was at a Birmingham Bakery, the report said:
“The texture from the vacuum mixer was very fine and even — up
to the highest standard”.
By 1975, when Andy Williams wrote his book, it was estimated that 85% of the bread baked in U.K. plant bakeries was
being mixed in Tweedy machines. One consultant to the industry
told students at a polytechnic that the Chorleywood Process and
the Tweedy mixer was the greatest step forward in breadmaking
for 3,000 years! Quite some invention I think — yet who has
heard of Ken Pickles?
The Chorleywood process required more water in the dough
than had been used previously. The day Ken drew his loaf tine on
the back of a cigarette packet, I said to him “It’s all very well,
Ken, but when I put slices of bread made by your process in the
toaster, a cloud of steam comes out”. “Ah well”, he said” you’ve
got to be very clever to sell people water — especially if you can
make it stand up in a tin”.
§
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eorge Molyneux is still alive, and still inventing. In
1989, he and I delivered a paper to the Chartered
Institute of Patent Agents, and during George’s part,
that august audience rocked with laughter as they
never had before nor have ever done since.
George was a builder, having been apprentice trained as a
carpenter. In the 1960s, George’s company was building hundreds of municipal houses. The bane of his life were the brickies;
particularly when the secretary of the Wigan Communist Party got
a job as a brickie with George’s firm. Unbeknown to the building
fraternity, George was planning a fiendish revenge on bricklayers
— all of them — for the troubles they caused him. He was
(See ‘Colorful Characters’ on next page)
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——— Colorful Characters ———
(continued from previous page)
inventing a bricklaying machine; never mind whether it could
make money or not; it would put all bricklayers out of work!
Vengeance!
This illustrates the fact that inventors have a variety of motives
of varying moral elevation.
Eventually, George left off building, and bought a hotel. He
now had time to work on his bricklaying machine. There was one
apparently insuperable difficulty — how to close the end of the
cavity where there is an opening in the wall for a window or door.
In the U.K. all buildings have cavity walls. As far as George is
concerned, every difficulty is just there to be overcome. That has
been the source of his success. And success he has had. I filed
well over 50 patent applications for him between 1969 and 1994
and a good proportion of them are embodied in products being
used in the building industry today.
To return to the problem of closing the cavity when using an
automatic bricklaying machine, George discarded the traditional
method and produced a plastics extrusion which had four features, and incidentally improved the strength of the wall as well.
It was this which formed the basis of the first of his 50-plus
patents. The bricklaying machine had to be put on hold — it is
still there — but I am sure George could do it if he had the time.
His character comes through in some of the instructions I have
received, which by the way, are often a model of what is required.
But I do not forget the first time he encountered a German Patent
Office examiner. In typical fashion, the examiner had put
together two or three prior art documents, and wrote in his report
that George’s cavity closer was plainly obvious to a man skilled in
the art. That really riled him — it wasn’t true either. Back came
George’s response in the form of a letter which he suggested I
should address to the examiner, along the lines:
I am sure that, just like English boys, German boys were
equally enthralled when they discovered that they could throw a
stone to skim across a pond, with it actually bouncing a number
of times on the surface of the water. Likewise, as historical
records of the last war will testify, when reaching manhood, the
German males quite obviously had every opportunity to be made
aware of the power of explosives. One of these destroyed our
local fish and chip shop. Therefore, on the same basis that you
now propose turning down my German patent application, I just
cannot understand how the Germans ever fell for the Barnes
Wallace bouncing bomb concept, because the concept should
have been very obvious to men skilled in the art.

This was somewhat modified by me before it was sent to our
German associate.
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robably the most important innovative character is
limitless enthusiasm; if the inventor does not have faith
in the idea, no one else will. Sometimes, however, the
inventor needs to be cautious, though this can be carried
to extremes, as for instance, the inventor of a hydraulic gearbox,
who sent his wife out of the room before he would show me his
drawing. Worse, of course, is the inventor who will not tell me
what he has invented!
I usually begin by asking the inventor to tell me what he has
devised, and then I will tell him if we can obtain a patent for it.
Sometimes, the reply is to the effect that they will tell me when I
have given them the patent!
I developed a technique for dealing with such people, which
was tested to and beyond the limit by one client in the late 1970s.
To begin with, he had an apparent fearfully powerful physique.
“I’m a miner; I work in a private pit; we still get it out with the
shovel where I work; we get three times as much as the Coal
Board pays.” I doubted none of this, but two things dominated
my thinking: how to escape if he turned rough, and why was the
copy of the Financial Times projecting from his pocket? He
began to develop confidence in me: “I stopped doing the horses
— I do a bit of this instead” said he, tapping the F.T. He obviously regarded the F.T. as simply an upmarket alternative to the
Sporting Life.
But he would not tell me what he had invented, being convinced that, if he did, I would steal the invention. It is no use
protesting that one will not steal the invention, instead, I fell back
on my technique. “Look, if I stole your invention, I would be
struck off the Register of Patent Agents and I would have lost my
means of livelihood”. Completely unimpressed, he replied: “If
you stole my invention, you would make so much money from it,
you wouldn’t need a livelihood!”
There’s no answer to that.
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here have all the characters gone? Perhaps it has
something to do with the decline in tripe shops;
or maybe they are still around but my wollies
have gone flat and I don’t recognize them
anymore. Do you?

Adams Law Firm celebrates 20th anniversary
(continued from front page)
invaluable assistance of Melinda Mileham, Kris Pierce, Michelle
Hunter, Happy Little, Myra Saxon, Mike Maloney, Peter Gross
and many outside service suppliers. Former employees Anne
Juergensen, Pat Silver, and Cathy Nicholson, all of whom now
live in other parts of the country but who are remembered fondly,
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made particularly important contributions during their years of
service here.
We sincerely thank all of our clients, friends and colleagues
who have made the past 20 years so enjoyable. We promise to
continue to offer the same high quality of service in the future as
we have for the past 20 years.
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——— On the lighter side ———
Resume blunders
These classic excerpts are represented as
having been taken, word for word, from
real resumes and cover letters. They arrived
unannounced recently on our e-mail.
1. I have lurnt Word Perfect 6.0
computor and spreasheat progroms.
2. Wholly responsible for two (2) failed
financial institutions.
3. Note: Please don’t misconstrue my 14
jobs as “job-hopping.” I have never
quit a job.
4. Let’s meet, you can ‘ooh’ and ‘aah’
over my experience.
5. You will want me to be Head Honcho
in no time.
6. Am a perfectionist and rarely if if ever
forget details.
7. I have an excellent track record,
although I am not a horse.
8. It’s best for employers that I not work
with people.
9. I procrastinate, especially when the
task is unpleasant.
10. Finished eighth in my class of ten.
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11. Instrumental in ruining entire
operation for a Midwest chain store.
12. I have become completely paranoid,
trusting completely no one and
absolutely nothing.
13. The company made me a scapegoat,
just like my three previous employers.
14. My goal is to be a meteorologist. But
since I possess no training in
meteorology, I suppose I should try
stock brokerage.
15. References: None. I’ve left a path of
destruction behind me.

Performance
evaluations
1.
2.
3.
4.

These quotes were taken from
actual performance evaluations.
His men would follow him anywhere,
but only out of morbid curiosity.
I would not allow this employee to
breed.
This young lady has delusions of
adequacy.
He sets low personal standards, and
then consistently fails to achieve them.

5. Works well when under constant
supervision and cornered like a rat in
a trap.
6. This employee is depriving a village
somewhere of an idiot.
These quotes were taken from
Officer Efficiency Reports
(military performance evaluations).
1. Got a full 6-pack, but lacks the plastic
thingy to hold it all together.
2. A room temperature IQ.
3. A gross ignoramus — 144 times worse
than an ordinary idiot.
4. Fell out of the family tree.
5. Must have two brains; one is lost, and
the other is out looking for it.
6. If brains were taxed, he’d get a
rebate.
7. If he were any more stupid, he’d have
to be watered twice a week.
8. If you give him a penny for his
thoughts, you’d get change.
9. It’s hard to believe he beat out
1,000,000 other sperm.
10. Wheel is turning, but the hamster is
dead.
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